The Medina County Engineer Quarterly Update
2004 - Issue #1 Spring
David L. Miller, P.E., P.S.

2003 END OF YEAR INFORMATION
Permits
With the number of new subdivisions appearing, permit
applications for new driveways and home building have
increased as well. The Permit Department took in a
total of 5,639 permit applications for the year, the most
permit applications since the year 2000.
Because of the number of new homes, the actual
increase was with the Driveway and Stormwater
Management & Sediment Control Permits. Tighter
controls and regulations have increased the amount of
time spent on each permit as well.
Major Subdivisions With Public Streets
Number of subdivisions with construction plans
currently being reviewed - 11
Number of subdivisions approved for construction in
2003 - 20
Number of subdivisions approved and under
construction, but not yet recorded - 14
Number of subdivision final plats recorded in 2003 20
Additional road mileage added from new subdivisions
recorded in 2003 - 9.95 miles

CH 58 Root Rd., Culvert # 15 - Bottom Rusted Through

Eight of the 17 townships within the County gained
additional road mileage in 2003.
Typical Section Breakdown:
Asphalt (Hot Mix) streets - 2.25 miles
Asphalt (Hot Mix) with concrete curb and gutter
streets - 2.29 miles
Concrete streets - 3.57 miles
Moto-Paver (Cold Mix) streets - 1.84 miles

CH 58 Root Rd., #15 - Structure assembled on road surface,
then lifted into hole with trackhoe.

28 of our Subdivisions had a 2003 Maintenance
Bond Expiration Date.
Bridges
Number of Bridge Repair Projects - 10
Number of Entire Structure Bridge Replacements - 1
Footage of Ditching by Road Crew - 40,000 feet
Road Chip and Seal - 20+ miles
Road Repair/Patch - 20+ miles
Road Overlaid - 20+ miles
Culverts Repaired/Replaced - 23
Road Culvert Improvement Projects - 15
3 Culvert Projects through Contracts.

CH 58 Root Road, Culvert #15 - Structure Placed in Hole Before
Backfilling and Headwall Construction is Done
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CH 58 Root Rd., #15 - Completed Structure.
CH 58 Root Rd, Culvert 17 - Hole in West End of Deck

CH 58 Root Rd, Culvert 17 - West Headwall Deterioration
CH 58 Root Road, Culvert 17 - Replacement Pipe

CH 58 Root Rd., Culvert No. 17 - During Construction

CH 58 Root Road, Culvert 17 - Inlet End - Finished Job!
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EMPLOYEE NEWS AND EMPLOYEE
PROFILES
Congratulations to several of our employees that are
now new parents or grandparents!
Welcome to our newest employee, Martin Fekete,
who has been hired as a Highway Mechanic III.
Martin began working January 5th of 2004.

RON SPANO
Civil Engineer I

Here we go....a bio about Ron Spano. On
November 14, 1975 I was born into this
wonderful earth. My mother recalls the most
snow she has ever seen in Ohio (granted she
had only been in America for one year). My
parents both migrated to the United States of
America in 1974, from San Vito, Italy, which is
located in the southern region of Calabria, Italy.
My parents’ hometown is about six hours south
of Rome. On a side note, did you know that
Rome and Cleveland, Ohio are on the same
latitude line? I wonder if that had anything to do
with why my parents came to Akron, Ohio.
Needless to say, growing up - Italian was my first
language! God Bless my teachers and
neighbors for helping us learn English!

Two things very common in my family
background were construction work and cooking.
When my father came to the United States, he
started working as a construction worker. I recall
my father taking me with him to work in the
summer, and getting to watch the tractors and
playing in the mud. After being exposed to all
the construction work during the years I chose
the path of being a Civil Engineer. It was kind of
cool knowing that by the time I got to high
school, I knew what I wanted to be when I
finished school.
Upon graduating high school, I was accepted to
the University of Akron. I remember the days of
calculus, physics and all the other crazy classes
we had to take to prepare myself and others for
the wonderful world of engineering. With my
school training, I co-oped with the City of Akron
Engineering Bureau, where I was taught
AutoCAD and was able to work on roadway
projects throughout the City. After completing
my co-op term, I worked with a small structural
engineering firm where I assisted in drafting and
designing structural projects. After graduating
from the University of Akron, I had the
opportunity to work on a wide array of projects,
from buildings to residential and commercial
developments.
In June of 2003, I began working for the Medina
County Engineer’s Office, where my duties are
to assist in the plan review of residential and
commercial developments within the County. I
work under a great management team where I
have learned additional knowledge, so that I can
produce a final product that will be beneficial to
the residents of Medina County.
In October of 2003, I purchased my first
home...in Akron. My house is in the same
neighborhood I grew up in, so it brings back
some memories of my childhood. Being out of
school opened up a lot of free time. I enjoy
volunteering with United Way of Summit County,
numerous Italian Clubs, playing soccer and
fishing. I also try to uphold the traditions that my
family has brought from the old country to the
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USA, from making wine, all the Italian deli meats
and canned goods, which is important so one
day I can pass on these traditions to the next
generation.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
RYAN MARTHEY
(No picture available)

Civil Engineer I

So there I was.....born just days before the
United States defeated Russia in the “Miracle on
Ice”. I spent my formative years growing up in
rural areas outside of Orrville and Wooster, in
Wayne County. I attended Smithville Schools,
where I received one of the finest educations
that stressed, underappreciated and overworked
teachers could provide. While in High School I
worked at The Pines Golf Course and
Restaurant, which was just a short haul from my
home. I worked at various tasks there, most
notably of which were the two years I spent as
an irrigation technician. This was a lot of
responsibility for a teenager who had only
learned to drive but one year before. However, I
took many lessons from that job, both good and
bad, and have applied them throughout the
following years.
I decided to become a Civil Engineer around the
age of nine or ten. My father was in this line of
work for the Ohio Department of Transportation
at the time. My early visits to job sites with the
swarming activity of men and the roar of heavy
equipment only solidified my interest. Through
my teenage years, I never wavered from my
career choice, if anything it was only reinforced
more so by my older brother becoming a
surveyor. So it came to pass that in the Fall of
1998 I entered the Civil Engineering Program at
Ohio University in Athens, Ohio.
While attending this fine institution of higher
learning I became involved in the student
chapter of the American Society of Civil
Engineers. I served as President and Vice
President of this organization and participated in
many of the competitions sponsored by the
national organization. I would also become a
research assistant for the Assistant Chair of the

Department, who was doing research on the
durability of concrete pavements at the time. I
will admit that my roll was generally less than
glamorous, being on the demolition crew of the
tested slabs. This was backbreaking work that
was completed with sledgehammers and little
else. (On a personal note: Breaking 12,000 psi
concrete with an 8 lb. Sledgehammer is darn
near impossible!)
During my summer and winter breaks from
school I would work for the Ohio Department of
Transportation. I spent a month with a
maintenance crew before a position as a
construction inspector opened up. For four
summers I was on various projects: a street
scape of Orrville, major road reconstruction of
US-30 on the Wayne/Ashland County line, major
road widening on I-71 in both Medina and
Wayne Counties, and a large culvert
replacement outside Dalton. If anyone is
interested, the inner lanes of the bridge on I-71
over I-271 were inspected by me.
In March of 2003 I waved a final goodbye to my
adopted home of Ohio University and began the
daunting search for a job. After numerous
interviews, that were less than promising, I saw
a posting for the Medina County Engineer’s
Office. Through the grace of God, I was asked
to join this organization in June of that year. I
am now working under the direction of Bill
Viovode at the Highway Facility designing and
overseeing the construction of bridges on our
County Road System.
My non-work interests are based primarily in the
out of doors. I enjoy fishing on Lake Erie for
Walleye and Perch. I can also be found hunting
year round whether it be sitting in the summer
sun for a chance to anchor a groundhog,
creeping through the fall woods for squirrel, or
freezing to a deer stand in early December, I
love it all. And so now you know the shorter
version of a much longer story. By the way, if
anyone knows of any cheap apartments in the
area, I would appreciate hearing of them!

